Bonnie J. Dunbar, Ph.D., NAE
Dr. Bonnie J. Dunbar is currently President and CEO of the Museum of Flight in Seattle, Washington.

Dr. Dunbar was born in Sunnyside, Washington State, and was raised on a cattle ranch in the Yakima
Valley of Eastern Washington where her parents homesteaded in 1948. The oldest of four children,
and the first in her family to graduate from college, she became fascinated with human spaceflight
and with the early missions of Yuri Gagarin, Alan Shepard, and John Glenn. This interest eventually
led her into majoring in Engineering at the University of Washington where she earned a Bachelor
of Science and a Master of Science in Ceramic Engineering (materials science). She later earned

a Doctorate in mechanical/biomedical engineering from the University of Houston. She is also a
graduate of the Harvard Kennedy School of Government.

Dr. Dunbar held research and engineering positions with the
Boeing Co., Harwell Laboratories in Oxford, England, and
Rockwell International Space Division until 1978, when she
joined NASA as a Guidance and Navigation Flight Controller.
While at Rockwell, she helped to build the first Space
Shuttle, Columbia, in Palmdale, California. In 1980, she was
selected as a NASA Mission Specialist Astronaut.

Dr. Dunbar is a veteran of five spaceflight missions, logging
1,208 hours — more than 50 days — in orbit aboard the
shuttles Atlantis, Challenger, Columbia, and Endeavour. She
also trained in Russia for more than a year and was certified
to fly in the Russian Soyuz Spacecraft. Her Shuttle missions
included two dockings with the Russian Space Station Mir.

In 1998, Dr. Dunbar was selected into the Senior Executive
Service (SES) of the government. Her NASA management
assignments have included Deputy Associate Administrator
for Life and Microgravity Sciences and Applications at NASA
Headquarters in Washington, D.C.; Assistant Director for

Mission Operations at the Johnson Space Center (JSC)
in Houston, Texas; Deputy Director for Flight Crew Operations at JSC; and Assistant Director for
University Research and Affairs at JSC. In this position, she acted as the focal point for the Center’s
educational and grant programs, as well as its extensive collaborative efforts with colleges,
universities, and scientific and engineering organizations. Dunbar’s final NASA assignment was as
Associate Director of Technology Integration and Risk Management at JSC’s Space and Life Science
Directorate. She retired from NASA in 2005 to accept her current position.

Dr. Dunbar has been honored by numerous professional societies and universities, her community,
and NASA. She received 11 NASA medals, including five Space Flight medals, two Distinguished
Service Medals, the Outstanding Leadership Medal, and the Exceptional Achievement Medal. She
is a recipient of the Museum of Flight’s Pathfinder Award (1990), which recognizes outstanding
contributions to aviation or aerospace by individuals in the Northwest. She has been elected to the
National Academy of Engineers (NAE) and was elected as a corresponding member of the Royal
Society of Edinburgh, Scotland. She was elected a Fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics
and Astronautics (AIAA) and the American Ceramic Society (ACerS) by her peers in engineering. She
currently serves on the boards of the AIAA and the Arnold Air Society.




Dr. Dunbar has received eight honorary doctorates from universities in the United States and
Scotland, and multiple community awards including the University of Washington’s Alumnus
Dignatus Award, the Puget Sound Business Journal's Women of Influence designation, the
Washington State Medal of Merit, the Explorers Club Lowell Thomas Award, and the Society of
Women Engineers National Achievement Award. She was elected to the Women in Technology
International Hall of Fame and will receive this year the national American Society of Mechanical
Engineers Ralph Coats Roe Medal “for serving as a role model while a NASA Astronaut on five shuttle
flights, for leadership as a senior NASA Administrator, and for inspiring and educating the public
about the nature and history of aerospace technology as President of The Museum of Flight.”

She is a private pilot and has logged more than 1,200 hours in various aircraft. She also holds a Ham
Radio License and enjoys many different sports and hobbies.

Dr. Dunbar’s current passion is helping to inspire the next generation of youth into science,
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) careers. The Museum of Flight provides one of the
largest K-12 educational programs of any Air and Space Museum in the nation. More than 120,000
youth each year participate in the Museum'’s structured STEM programs or are visited by one of
four traveling vans. Distance Learning will be launched in September 2009. These programs have
been recognized by Washington’s governor, Christine Gregoire, and by the Washington State Office
of Public Instruction. Most recently the Museum was re-accredited by the American Association of
Museums, and it is a current Smithsonian Affiliate.



